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Osteology: Fun with Roadkill
Osteology Resources and Guides
The best single all-purpose resource for osteology is Skulls Unlimited, an osteology supply company in Oklahoma City.  They are an excellent source for skulls and skeletons from reputable original sources.  The also sell guidebooks for both taxonomy and skeletal articulation/mounting.  Finally, they run the largest private osteology museum with a truly impressive collection of animal skeletons, rivaling the display specimens in public museums such as Chicago’s Field Museum and the Smithsonian.

The Skulls Unlimited website at www.skullsunlimited.com has a complete and up-to-date catalog of the skulls, skeletons, other vertebrate artifacts, models, and books which they are currently offering.  They also offer both skeletal cleaning/flensing and articulation/mounting services.  And they take PayPal.
Useful taxonomy and identification guides offered through the Skulls Unlimited website include:
Mammalian Osteology by Miles Gilbert (1990)

Illustrated Key to the Skulls of Genera of North American Land Mammals by J. Knox Jones and Richard W. Manning (1992)

A Key-Guide to Mammal Skulls and Lower Jaws by Aryan Roest (1991)
For practical, entertaining, step-by-step guides to skeletal cleaning, preparation, articulation, and mounting it is hard to beat the Bone Building Books series by Lee Post.  These are absolutely essential for figuring out truly difficult puzzles like wrist and ankle bones.  A starter set from Skulls Unlimited should probably include:


Bone Builder’s Notebook (Vol. 10)

The Small Mammal Manual Manuscript (Vol. 9)

The Bird Building Book  (Vol. 5)
Pretty much everything else that I use for building skeletons comes from either a grocery store, a hardware/building supply store, or Michaels.




