Presentation: Thursday Dec. 3rd in class
 Activity III – Biodiversity/Conservation Biology
Conservation has no comfortable answers, no easy solutions.  It always involves conflict between local actions and global consequences, between individual benefit and group welfare, between short-term survival and long-term survivability.

This is a role-playing exercise about conservation, specifically about conservation of the black rhinoceros Diceros bicornis.  Each group will have the same list of six characters.  The accompanying page has a brief starter biography for each character.  Each member of your group will portray one of these characters in a 15 minute interactive role-playing episode.  Your group project will likely consist of the following steps:
1)
Meet as a group and determine which character each member of your group will portray.  Because you don’t have six members in your group, you will have to choose which four or five characters your group will use.

2)
Each individual member of your group will be responsible for elaborating on the starter biography to “flesh out” her character.   Do whatever library, web-searching, deep-thinking, etc. research is necessary to develop your character into a realistic multifaceted personality.  Pay attention to what that character would be likely to know about rhinos, what that character’s perspectives, feelings, and biases would be, and how that person would be most likely to interact with the other characters.  If you want to change the gender of any of the characters, feel free to do so, as long as your change is consistent with the basic biography of the character.  Here is a starting link for info about rhinos http://www.rhinos-irf.org/ .
3)
Meet again as a group and sketch out how your interaction will proceed.  Design your presentation to last 15-20 minutes.  Who will talk with whom?  What issues can be reasonably raised and discussed in 20 minutes?  How might the conversation be crafted so that everyone gets to participate about the same amount?  
4)
When you show up for the presentation, make sure that you deal with the following:

a) 
Provide some easy way for the audience to know who you are and who your 


character is.  Stay in character throughout your presentation.  Some minimal props are OK, but don’t let the props take over.

b)
You may want to have a flexible outline of what specific kinds of interactions will take place during your presentation.  It would be good to work out an opening and closing point.  Do not rigidly script your presentation.  Above all DO NOT SIMPLY READ A PREPARED SCRIPT.

c)
Try to make the conversation flow naturally.  The easiest way to do this is to thoroughly research the positions that your character might hold, so that you can respond spontaneously “in character” as the conversation develops.  This will actually take more time, preparation, and thought than simply preparing a script.

5)
As always, you will be evaluated both as an individual and as a group member. 
Characters:
Yoweri Ofulla – Kenyan farmer and rhinoceros poacher.  His small family farm borders Tsavo National Park and supports Yoweri, his wife, their four children, and the two recently orphaned children of his only brother.  The gross yearly income from his farm would amount to about $500 U.S.  A single rhino horn can be sold in Nairobi for $3000.

Estomih “Tommy” Mtui – Kenyan game warden in Tsavo National Park.  He leads a heavily-armed force which patrols the park and has engaged in several gunfights with poaching groups.  It was in one of these gunfights that Yoweri’s brother was killed.  Estomih was given the nickname “Tommy” by a former British expatriate park manager who could neither remember nor pronounce “Estomih”.

Li-Ming Liu – apothecary and exporter. He sells traditional medicines and herbs in the Chinese community of Nairobi, Kenya and to business associates in Singapore.  Rhinoceros horn has been used in a variety of traditional medicines and as an aphrodisiac in China for thousands of years.  As a consequence of this demand all of the three Asian and two African species of rhinoceros are on the brink of extinction.

Rutger Kampfl – photosafari director.  He is a second-generation Kenyan of Austrian descent.  His father and grandfather were big-game hunters and hunting guides.  Rutger now works for the TreeHouse Resort, an ultra-exclusive hotel complex within Tsavo National Park, which caters to rich European, American, and Asian tourists who want photograph African wildlife, such as rhinos.
Penny Thompson – animal activist.  She is a social worker who lives in Coventry, England.  She is quite active in the group “Rhinos Are People, Too (RAPT)”, which raises money, lobbies the British and Kenyan governments, and stages protests to try to protect wild rhinoceros populations.  On a recent trip to Kenya she was kidnapped and briefly held by Yoweri’s band.

Paul Wilson – population biologist and author.   He is a well-known Harvard professor of biology, who is currently on sabbatical at Nairobi University.  He is an outspoken advocate of the need to preserve biodiversity across the world.  However, he has also stated on several occasions that money and effort should be focused on ecosystem restoration, rather than futile attempts to save large, “charismatic”, endangered animals such as rhinos, which are doomed to extinction no matter what is done to try to save them.

Imagine these six characters trapped together in a small cave during a sudden Kenyan rainstorm.  What vested interest does each have in rhinos, alive or dead, present or future?  What might each have to say to the others on the subject of rhinos?  What inconsistencies or conflicts of interest are present in the background of each?  Can any claim the moral high ground over the others?
