TWITI Workshop, May 18-22, 2009
Session 1B – Monday May 18th
Jim Ferrari:

Interactive Use of a Student Response System

I. Brief overview of Interwrite PRS (Personal Response Systems)

II. “Old School” Clickers (IR, infrared)  

Clickers and how to use them (aliases, on/off, letters, numbers, point at IR receiver)


Demo of clicker use: BIO 112 class powerpoint


Two main uses: 




1) during class  


2) for quizzes  



Advantages and disadvantages vs. paper quizzes

 
The PRS Host software on console PC  

Disadvantages of the IR system  







III. Virtual Clickers (RF, radio frequency)


Netbooks can be used as “virtual clickers” via WiFi


Advantages over the IR system
 
The PRS client software (“eInstruction vClicker”) is loaded onto netbooks 
 
Demonstration of Virtual Clickers:


Open “eInstruction vClicker” on the netbook desktop



Review layout of the desktop “clicker” buttons (letters, #s, T/F, enter; or use keyboard)



PRS session on the host computer must be running before logging on



Log onto the class by selecting “connect” on the clicker.  You will need to provide: 




Class Name: JIMFTWITI




Host IP Address: 192.168.22.244 (note: is unique to this room)



Student ID (your last name)



Examples of types of virtual clicker questions:

 
Customizing Clickers:


File/Preferences Menu: Automatically clear response, text-to-speech, background color


View Menu: re-size clicker, eliminate question

Host Software:


Reviewing student grades/responses; types of classes (open vs. closed)


How to “PRS-ize” a Powerpoint slide


Downloading the host software (www.einstruction.com, “Interwrite PRS” software)
